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EDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL 

WELCOME!  Thank you for joining us for worship today.  At Redeemer we believe that the 
gospel message, the good news that Jesus has won for us forgiveness and eternal life, is more 
than just words.  It’s the power God uses to create and strengthen faith in our hearts.  Our 
worship focuses on the proclamation of this life-saving message as we respond with our 
prayers, praise, and thanksgiving.  May you be richly blessed as we worship together! 

VISITOR CARDS are located in the card rack on the pew in front of you.  If you are a guest 
with us this morning, please take a moment to fill out a card and place it in the offering 
plate or hand it to an usher or pastor following the service. 

PARENT’S ROOM  If you have a young child or nursing infant and you find yourself in need 
of stepping out for a moment, a parents’ room is located in the rear of the sanctuary. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEETS as well as a collection of Arch books are available to keep 
little hands busy during worship.  They are located on a corner shelf in the gathering area. 

RESTROOMS are located in the gathering area.  A family restroom is immediately to your 
right as you exit through the double doors in the rear of the sanctuary.  The other 
restrooms are to your left. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS can be found in your church bulletin box or in the literature rack on the 
rear wall of the sanctuary.  

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask one of the ushers in the rear of the 
sanctuary.  If you would like more information about Redeemer, please feel free to speak with 
one of our pastors or any one of the members after the service.  You may also contact us 
anytime using the information below. 
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James Borgwardt, Pastor｜920-204-4015 
jborgwardt@redeemerfdl.org 

Chris Rathje, Pastor｜352-445-8366 
crathje@redeemerfdl.org 

David P. Lecker, Principal｜989-245-4015 
dlecker@redeemerfdl.org

www.redeemerfdl.org 

606 Forest Avenue 
Fond du Lac, WI 54935 

Rachel Jahns, Office Manager 
920-921-4020 
office@redeemerfdl.org
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ADVENT WORSHIP: WHEN THE LORD COMES NEAR 

THE SEASON ADVENT 

"Advent" is a Latin word that means "coming." The season of Advent is the four week period 
before Christmas that the Church uses to connect the two "comings" of Christ. The first time 
the Lord came into our world it was as a tiny, helpless baby, born in a manger in Bethlehem. 
However, when Jesus comes again, it will be in all his power and glory with his angelic army 
behind him. He will be coming as judge at the end of time. Let us use these four weeks to see 
how the events of Jesus' first coming remove all our fears about his second coming. We can 
hold our heads high when the Lord comes near.  

OUR WORSHIP TODAY 

What would it be like to meet God? We know 
he is almighty and holy. He loathes sin. No 
wonder that when God appeared to his Old 
Testament people, their first response was 
typically terror. But when Jesus Christ came 
into our world, he hid his glory and power. He 
humbled himself so that sinners would be 
drawn to him rather than driven away in fear, 
and because Jesus humbled himself the first 
time he came, we have no reason to fear 
standing before him when he comes again.  

When the Lord Comes Near, He Humbles Himself (November 28th)  

When the Lord Comes Near, He Humbles His People (December 5th)  

When the Lord Comes Near, He Humbles His Enemies (December 12th)  

When the Lord Comes Near, He Lifts Up the Humbled (December 19th) 
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OPENING HYMN Prepare the Royal Highway 
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INVOCATION 

m In the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

OPENING VERSES 

m The Lord God says, “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” 

C “Who was, and who is, and who is to come.” Revelation 1:8 

m I wait for the LORD, my soul waits.  

C In his word I put my hope. Psalm 130:5 

m Prepare the way for the LORD; make straight a highway for our God. Isaiah 40:3   

C Be ready, for the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him. Luke 12:40 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION  

m Lord God and Father, you have made us to be your own. You have filled our hearts with 
faith and commanded us to live our lives ready for your Son’s return. Yet we become so 
easily distracted by the busyness of life. We have so many expectations, especially this 
time of year, that do not rest in your eternal promises. For these and every sin, we confess 
to you, dear Father, and humbly ask for your forgiveness. 

C LORD, have mercy on us for the sake of your Son, for you never despise a broken and 
contrite heart. Psalm 51:17 

m Because we could not come to God, he came to us. In love that astounds us, God our 
heavenly Father sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins so that all who 
believe will not perish but have forgiveness and eternal life. Our God is faithful to every 
one of his promises.  As his dearly loved children, you are fully and freely forgiven.  Your 
Savior came once to save you. He continues to come through his gospel to connect you 
to his grace. And he will come again in glory to take you to be with him.  

m The Lord delivers us from guilt, for he is our God and Savior. Psalm 51:14a 

C I will sing of your righteousness and declare your praise! Psalm 51:14b,15 
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SONG OF PRAISE Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

m Gracious heavenly Father, during this busy and exciting time of year, there are so many 
distractions that threaten to pull our attention away from the true meaning of the season, 
namely, the coming of your Son, our Savior Jesus.  We pray that you would work through 
your Word to prepare our hearts not only to celebrate Jesus’ first coming as a baby, born in 
Bethlehem, but also to rejoice in his second coming in power and glory on the Last Day.  In 
his name we pray. 

C Amen. 
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FIRST LESSON  Jeremiah 33:14-16 

14 “ ‘The days are coming,’ declares the Lord, ‘when I will fulfill the good promise I made 
to the people of Israel and Judah.  

15 “ ‘In those days and at that time  
I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line;  
he will do what is just and right in the land.  

16 In those days Judah will be saved  
and Jerusalem will live in safety.  

This is the name by which it will be called:  
The Lord Our Righteous Savior.’  

THE PROPHECY CANDLE  

The prophecy candle symbolizes the beginning of the period of waiting for the 
promised Messiah, which began when God gave Adam and Eve the very first 
promise of salvation in the Garden of Eden.  As we prepare to celebrate the 
fulfillment of this prophecy on Christmas, we also prepare our hearts for our    
Savior’s second coming at the end of time.  

m We light one Advent candle, remembering Jesus who is coming again.  He 
will come to gather his people from everywhere, both the living and the dead. 

C We remember Jesus who will come at the end of time.  None of us knows what day that 
will be. 

m We hear his call to watch. 

C We light one Advent candle as a sign of our watchfulness and waiting. 

m Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 

C Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.  

As one Advent candle is lit, the congregation joins in singing the final stanza of Lift Up Your Heads, You 
Mighty Gates on the following page. 
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SECOND LESSON  1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the presence 
of our God because of you? 10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see 
you again and supply what is lacking in your faith.  

11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come 
to you. 12 May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for 
everyone else, just as ours does for you. 13 May he strengthen your hearts so that you will 
be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus 
comes with all his holy ones.  
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VERSE OF THE DAY Romans 10:17 

GOSPEL  Luke 19:28-40 

28 After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 As he 
approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of 
his disciples, saying to them, 30 “Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you 
will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If 
anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it.’ ”  

32 Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. 33 As they were 
untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?”  

34 They replied, “The Lord needs it.”  

35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36 As he 
went along, people spread their cloaks on the road.  
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37 When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the 
whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles 
they had seen:  

38 “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!”  

“Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”  

39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!”  

40 “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”  

m The Gospel of the Lord: 

C Praise be to you, O Christ! 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Savior of the Nations, Come 
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SERMON  Luke 19:28-40 

CAN	THIS	KING	HELP	ME?	

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church,  
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THE OFFERING IS BROUGHT FORWARD  

This is a moment in our worship when members and friends of Redeemer 
respond to God’s good news of salvation with gifts to support his saving 
work. If you are a guest with us today, you are welcome to participate, but 
please do not feel obligated. We are simply grateful that you have joined 
us for worship.  If you wish to give an offering, you may place it in the plate 
at the rear of the sanctuary or in the offering box in the gathering area. 

If this is one of the first few times you have joined us for worship and 
you haven’t yet had the opportunity to sign a visitor card, please take a 
moment to do so.  You may place the card in the offering plate or 
hand it to an usher or pastor following the service. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

m Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise to send 
the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your prophets of old, 
you continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of their Savior. 

C We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to destroy the 
works of the devil. 

m As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter our 
pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy. 

C Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
near.” 

m You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and strength. Use 
it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the despairing. In these 
days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of 
commercialism. 

C Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace. 

m Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see your Son 
coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords. 

C Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

m Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

m Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory. 

C Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

BLESSING 

m Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord with 
gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN  Hosanna to the Coming Lord 

All scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright ©1973, 
1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. www.zondervan.com   The “NIV” 
and “New International Version” are trademarks registered in the United States Patent and Trademark Office by Biblica, Inc.™  

Hymns and liturgy reprinted under CCLI #21318459 and OneLicense.net A-717598 or are public domain. 
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WE	EXIST	TO	GLORIFY	GOD	AS	
WE	GATHER,	GROW,	AND	GO


